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as the best of shooting-grounds, though to get to them means
a journey far beyond the slothful delights of the Valley of
Kashmir itself.   The game of Kashmir and the Suleiman
Mountains is largely the sheep and goats aforesaid and the
great forest stag.   The goats are the ibex (Copra ibex) and the
markhor (Capra falconera).   The former is almost confined to
Kashmir, but the latter is to be found all along the Suleiman
Mountains.    For some unknown reason, or some strange
freak, he is known as the 'Eater of Snakes5, since mar is
Persian for a snake and khordan means to eat.   I have never
yet heard of a markhor who did eat snakes, but then times
are not what they were.   The biggest markhor head is found
in .Kashmir and curls to a height of close on sixty inches
straight up from the skull in beautiful great spirals, but the
farther down the Indus, curiously enough, the straighter and
the less free the curl.    The ibex on the contrary has great
horns of the shape we perhaps associate with pictures of the
chamois, viz. curled directly back in one graceful curve.
Along such ranges of the Himalayas to the east and south
of Kashmir as are accessible, only the small sheep and goats
such as bharal and tarh are found and anything of the Kashmir
variety must be far behind in inaccessible Tibet.   They are
the fair sport of those who dwell adjacent, but the sportsman
who wants the big heads and the great mountains will make
for Kashmir and the high hills that chopj so gloriously.   The
Valley of Kashmir runs roughly from south to north, and
between it and the plain runs the great snowy range of the
Pir Punjal, far higher than most of the Alps.   In the early
days of the British in the Punjab, the Pir Punjal was full of
big heads, but the comparative accessibility of the Pir re-
sulted in their being shot out fifty years ago and more.   For
forty years, shooting in Kashmir under judicious game laws
has been controlled by licence, and while the game farther
afield has been prevented from extermination, that in the
Pir Punjal has to some extent regrown.

If you drive in by the road from Murree, as you get near
the Valley you will see on your right an immense mass of